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Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of 

Tiberias), 2and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed 

by healing the sick.  3Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples.  4The 

Jewish Passover Festival was near.  
5When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where 

shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  6He asked this only to test him, for he already had in 

mind what he was going to do.  
7Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for 

each one to have a bite!”  
8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9“Here is a boy with five 

small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”  
10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.”  There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat 

down (about five thousand men were there).  11Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 

distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish.  
12When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left 

over.  Let nothing be wasted.”  13So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces 

of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.  
14After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet 

who is to come into the world.”  15Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king 

by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.  

 

Maybe you’ve heard the story of the great Charles Blondin.  I hope not.  But if you have, 

then I guess this is a refresher course.  Charles was a tight rope walker who lived in the mid-

1800s.  He was one of the best, if not the best.  By far his greatest and most famous feat through 

his career of tightroping was when he crossed over a rope that spanned the Niagara Falls.  The 

rope was nearly a quarter mile long stretching over the falls from the United States to Canada.  

The first crossing took twenty minutes and in the middle Blondin stopped and lowered a bottle 

on a string down to the people below who were seated on the Maid of the Mist they filled the 

bottle and Charles pulled it back up, drank it, and then finished the crossing. 

But that wasn’t all.  He continued going back and forth across the tight rope each time in 

a manner more daring than the last.  He went across blindfolded, he did it on stilts, he went 

across in a burlap sack, and on a bicycle.  Finally, he went across pushing a wheelbarrow in front 

of him, stopped half way across, and cooked an omelet on a small stove he had in the 

wheelbarrow, ate it, and then finished his way across.  Legend has it, that he then asked a man if 

he believed that Blondin could push a wheelbarrow across the tightrope.  “Of course I do,” the 

man answered, “I just saw you do it.”  “No,” Blondin shook his head, “Do you really believe I 

can do it.”  “Yes, I do!” the man insisted.  “Alright then,” Blondin said, “hop in!” but the man 

refused. 



In our Gospel lesson this morning, the account of the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus 

was about two years into His ministry on earth.  He had proven numerous times that He had 

power to do things that are normally impossible.  In fact, so many people had seen and heard of 

these miracles of Jesus that in today’s lesson a crowd of over five thousand people had gathered 

together and had walked miles around a lake in the hopes that they themselves would be able to 

witness one of these miracles.   

As the crowd gathered, a “problem” presented itself: here were 5000 people who had 

gathered to see Jesus and they didn’t have any food.  So Jesus takes this issue to his disciples.  

He comes to Philip first and asks him, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?  The 

question, John tells us, was really a test.  Philip had seen the amazing things that Jesus had done.  

He had seen him change water to wine, he’d seen him heal the sick and drive out demons, he’d 

seen Jesus calm storms and even raise a dead girl back to life.  Philip knew that nothing was 

impossible for Jesus, so in essence, Jesus asking him this question was Jesus’ way of inviting 

him into the wheelbarrow.  

Suffice it to say, if this was a test, Philip failed.  He did what so many of us would do in a 

similar situation the same thing the man in the story did when Charles Blondin asked him to get 

in the wheelbarrow.  He did the math in his head, and despite everything he had seen Jesus 

accomplish, the answer he came up with was, “yeah, that’s not going to happen.  Eight month’s 

wages wouldn’t buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!  From the parallel accounts in 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, we see a bit of break in the conversation.  Jesus leaves Philip with his 

thoughts and goes on to teach the people and heal the sick that they had brought.  As evening 

approached, the disciples, who undoubtedly had conversed with Philip, come back to Jesus and 

ask Him to send the crowd away.  “It’s getting late,” they said, “we need to send them away 

so they can get something to eat.”  “They do not need to go away,” Jesus answered, “you 

give them something to eat” (Mt 14:16). 

It’s not too hard to imagine the disciples’ bewilderment, and maybe even frustration.  

What Jesus was asking was impossible.  But they do some asking around and Andrew finds a 

young boy who had five small barley loaves and two small pieces of cooked fish.  “This is what 

we have, Lord,” they told Him, but how far will that go among so many?   

It isn’t hard for us to imagine what the disciples were feeling, because we’ve been in their 

shoes, haven’t we?  And we have a blessing that they didn’t have.  We have the completed Bible.  

They may have seen Jesus do some pretty incredible things but those were nothing compared to 

what the following year would bring.  We’ve seen Jesus go to the cross, give His very life for us, 

and then rise again from the dead.  But when He asks us to jump in the wheelbarrow, we’re still 

just as reluctant as the disciples. 

And He’s not asking us to feed five thousand people.  At the most here, it’s what, five or 

six?  But man, when we start adding it up, it doesn’t always look so promising.  Alright, for 

those of you parents out there, let’s be realistic: it’s not just meal it’s twenty years of meals, and 

clothes, and shoes, a bed if their lucky, and education.  It takes a lot to provide for a family and 

those things aren’t getting any cheaper.  I’m pretty knew here still, but from what I’ve heard, the 



recession didn’t exactly skip over this part of the country.  And from the sounds of it, it hit our 

family here at Shepherd of the Hills pretty hard. 

But sometimes, just like the disciples, it seems to us that Jesus is asking for the 

impossible.  When He says things like Do not worry about what you will eat or drink; or 

about what you will wear.  Look at the birds of the air; your heavenly Father feeds them.  

Look at the flowers in the field, if God clothes the grass will He not clothe you? (Mt 6:25-

30).  His promise is clear: I will take care of you.  His command is clear: Do not worry about it.  

And our compliance is 100%.  Right?  No, just like Philip and the other disciples, we fail the test, 

don’t we? 

And it isn’t just when it comes to physical needs; think of all the other impossible things 

Jesus expects from us.  When our enemy the devil comes prowling along He wants us to resist 

him and his temptations.  When we’re confronted with injuries and illnesses, He tells us to bear 

them patiently, and look forward to the day when our bodies will be made perfect in heaven.  

When loved ones die, He bids us persevere, holding fast to His promise of the resurrection.  

When others attack us, insult us, or ridicule us, He instructs us to turn the other cheek.  When we 

are wronged, He asks us to forgive.  Our compliance?  Not so good, is it?  We add it up in our 

heads and decide it’s too much.  “It’s impossible, Lord, I can’t do it.” 

We sound an awful lot like the disciples did, “just take the problem and send it away, I 

can’t deal with it.  And you know what, they were right.  And so are you.  You can’t do it.  You 

can’t meet all of God’s expectations.  You will inevitably fail.  The disciples could not buy 

enough food to feed over five thousand people.  They were destined to fail.  And so are we.  And 

you know what?  That’s okay, because God factored that into His plan.  And He loves nothing 

more than to hear us say, “I can’t do it.” 

Hey wait a minute; did Pastor just say God wants us to fail?  What’s the refund policy at 

that Seminary?  Before you go there, here’s what I’m saying.  The test for Philip was not for him 

to find enough money to buy all that bread.  The test was what Philip would do when he realized 

that was a lost cause.  The test for you is not to find the strength to take the world on by yourself.  

The test is what you do when you realize you can’t. 

Jesus isn’t asking you to take the wheelbarrow and push it across the tightrope yourself.  

He’s asking you to hop in so He can carry you to the other side.  Had the disciples understood 

that, instead of saying “Lord, send them home” or “what good is this among so many?” they 

could have simply said “Teacher, there’s no way that we can provide food for all of these people, 

but You can.  Tell us what to do.”  He told them anyway, didn’t He?  And now, we don’t hear 

exactly how Jesus worked this miracle.  But the fact that five thousand people who had walked 

all those miles just to see a miracle stayed politely seated on the ground makes me think it was 

rather subtle.  It can’t have taken long though, for the disciples to figure out what was going on. 

That was a face-palm moment.  “Yup, fellas, we missed it again.  You’d think we’d have 

this guy figured out by now.”  We know that feeling too, don’t we?  Sometimes we don’t even 

know how Jesus is carrying us through a certain situation until we look back after the fact.  And 

that’s because, His hand in our lives can be surprisingly subtle, and to our shame, we aren’t 



always looking for it.  Faith in Jesus means a shifting of our focus. Not just, “Jesus, I can’t do 

this.  I can’t take this right now, it’s more than I can handle.”  But “I know You can do this, 

Jesus; You can get me through.  Just show me what to do.  He must become greater, I must 

become less” (Jn 3:30). 

You’re going to be faced with the impossible, whether it’s feeding the family, forgiving 

someone, turning the other cheek, or holding to God’s promises in the midst of suffering or pain.  

You won’t get through it on your own.  So don’t even bother trying.  Take it to Jesus.  “Oh what 

peace we often forfeit, oh what needless pain we bear, all because we do not carry everything to 

God in prayer.”  The hymn writer wasn’t saying that when we take our lives to God in prayer we 

will have no pain, he’s saying that we will have the peace that come in the assurance that Jesus 

was see us through. 

That’s the same peace David had when he wrote Psalm 23: Even though I walk through 

the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me, Your rod and 

Your staff, they comfort me.  The comfort of a Christian walking with Jesus is not that road is 

going to be easy, but rather that whatever comes along, Jesus will help us through it. 

There are a lot of lessons we can take away from the account of Jesus feeding the five 

thousand.  And over the next four weeks, we’ll see some of those as we make our way through 

the rest of John 6: Jesus’ Bread of Life Discourse, where He explains that there are deeper 

implications behind His providing bread for the people than simply satiating their hunger.  For 

today though, if you take away anything, and I hope you do, let it be this:  You are not walking 

through this life alone.  The world may expect you to find your way and balance everything by 

yourself, but you don’t have to.  Your gracious Savior, Jesus Christ, is by your side.  He can, and 

will, share your load and carry you through the impossible. 

 How can you be sure?  Because you’ve seen Him do it.  We’ve seen Jesus go down the 

darkest path there ever was.  He went through hell for us.  He died.  And then He was raised to 

life, victorious over death and victorious over hell.  So nothing that seems impossible to us is 

impossible for Him.  When you’re faced with the impossible, jump in Jesus’ wheelbarrow, He’ll 

carry you through.  That’s His promise.  Believe it.  Amen. 


